We study the renormalization group flow in a class of scalar-tensor theories involving at most two derivatives of the fields. We show in general that minimal coupling is self consistent, in the sense that when the scalar self couplings are switched off, their beta functions also vanish. Complete, explicit beta functions that could be applied to a variety of cosmological models are given in a five parameter truncation of the theory in d = 4. In any dimension d > 2 we find that the flow has only a "Gaussian Matter" fixed point, where all scalar self interactions vanish but Newton's constant and the cosmological constant are nontrivial. The properties of these fixed points can be studied algebraically to some extent. In d = 3 we also find a gravitationally dressed version of the WilsonFisher fixed point, but it seems to have unphysical properties. These findings are in accordance with the hypothesis that these theories are asymptotically safe.
I. INTRODUCTION
Fundamental scalar fields have not yet been observed, but they play a crucial role in the standard model and in grand unified theories, as the order parameters whose VEV is used to distinguish between otherwise undifferentiated gauge interactions. Whether such scalar order parameters are elementary fields, as in the standard model, or composites, as in technicolor theories, is still an open question. Known examples of the Higgs phenomenon (superconductivity, the chiral condensate in QCD) point to the latter possibility, but even if this was the case it might still be possible to use scalar theory as an effective description (á la Landau-Ginzburg) at sufficiently low energy.
Scalar fields also play an important role in theories of gravity. Due to their simplicity they are very often used as models for matter. Also, because of the ease by which one can generate a nontrivial VEV, with an energy momentum tensor that resembles a cosmological constant, a scalar field is the most popular option as a driver of inflation. Furthermore, scalar fields easily mingle with the metric: by means of Weyl transformations it is possible to rewrite the dynamics in different ways [1] , sometimes leading to new insight or to simplifications. Theories of gravity in which a scalar is present are often called scalar-tensor theories. In this paper we will discuss the quantum properties of a class of theories of this type.
The original motivation for this work comes from the progress that has been made in recent years towards understanding the UV behaviour of gravity. It seems that pure gravity possesses a Fixed Point (FP) with the right properties to make it asymptotically safe, or in other words nonperturbatively renormalizable [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 39] (see also [20] for reviews). Let us assume for a moment that this ambitious goal can be achieved, and that pure gravity can be shown to be asymptotically safe. Still, from the point of view of phenomenology, we could not be satisfied because the real world contains also dozens of matter fields that interact in other ways than gravitationally, and a their presence affects also the quantum properties of the gravitational field, as is known since long [21] . Indeed, in a first investigation along these lines, it was shown in [22] that the presence of minimally coupled (i.e. non self interacting) matter fields shifts the position of the gravitational FP and the corresponding critical exponents. In some cases the FP ceases to exist, so it was suggested that this could be used to put bounds on the number of matter fields of each spin. More generally the asymptotic safety program requires that the fully interacting theory of gravity and matter has a FP with the right properties. Given the bewildering number of possibilities, in the search for such a theory one needs some guiding principle. One possibility that naturally suggests itself is that all matter self-interactions are asymptotically free [33] . Then, asymptotic safety requires the existence of a FP where the matter couplings approach zero in the UV, while the gravitational sector remains interacting. We will call such a FP a "Gaussian Matter FP" or GMFP. Following a time honored tradition, as a first step in this direction, scalar self interactions have been studied in [34, 35] . Here we pursue that study further.
The tool that we use is the Wetterich equation, an exact renormalization group (RG) flow equation for a type of Wilsonian effective action Γ k , called the "effective average action". This functional, depending on an external energy scale k, can be formally defined by introducing an IR suppression in the functional integral for the modes with momenta lower than k. This amounts to modifying the propagator of all fields, leaving the interactions untouched. Then one can obtain a simple functional RG equation (FRGE) for the dependence of Γ k on k [25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30] . Insofar as the effective average action contains information about all the couplings in the theory, this functional RG equation contains all the beta functions of the theory. In certain approximations one can use this equation to reproduce the one loop beta functions, but in principle the information one can extract from it is nonperturbative, in the sense that is does not depend on the couplings being small.
The most common way of approximating the FRGE is to do derivative expansion of effective average action and truncate it at some order. In the case of a scalar theory the lowest order of this expansion is the local potential approximation (LPA), where one retains a standard kinetic term plus a generic potential [25, 26, 31, 32] . In the case of pure gravity, the derivative expansion involves operators that are powers of curvatures and derivatives thereof. This has been studied systematically up to terms with four derivatives [11, 15, 16] and for a limited class of operators (namely powers of the scalar curvature) up to sixteen derivatives of the metric [13, 14] . In the case of scalar tensor theories of gravity, one will have to expand both in derivatives of the metric and of the scalar field.
In this paper we study (Euclidean) effective average actions of the form
This can be seen as a generalization of the LPA, where one also includes terms with two derivatives of the metric. In [35] it was shown that in d = 4, and assuming that V and F are polynomials in φ 2 , this theory admits a GMFP where only the lowest (φ 2 -independent) coefficient in V and F are nonzero. In this paper we extend and generalize this result in various ways. First of all, using so called "optimized" cutoff types [36] it is possible to write the beta functions in closed form, whereas in [35] they could only be studied numerically. This makes the subsequent analyses much more transparent. Unlike in [35] , we will not assume from the outset that V and F are polynomials. Then, using the optimized cutoff it is possible to write explicit beta functionals for V and F . Exploiting general properties of these functionals we will be able to prove certain properties of the linearized flow in the neighborhood of the FP which had only been numerically observed previously. Namely we show that the matrix describing the linearized flow only has nonzero entries on the diagonal and on three lines next to it, and furthermore it has a block structure such that knowledge of the first two 2 × 2 blocks determines the whole matrix.
The discussion in this paper is also more general than that of [35] in two ways: we keep the dimension of spacetime arbitrary and we allow for a more general gauge fixing, depending on two arbitrary parameters. Keeping the dimension general is useful in view of possible applications to popular "large extra dimensions" theories [9] , and also to higher dimensional dilatation-symmetric models which lead to vanishing cosmological constant in four dimensions [24] . Furthermore, with the closed form beta functions we can also perform a better search for other FP's where the scalar interactions are not all turned off. In [35] a numerical search was conducted on a grid of points in the neighborhood of the Gaussian FP, and no nontrivial FPs were found. Here, having the closed form of the beta functions, we can look for FPs by different methods. In d = 4, 5 and 6, some such points are found, but they appear to be spurious. On the other hand in d = 3 there is a FP which seems to be a genuine generalization of the Wilson-Fischer FP [40] , but it has unphysical properties.
In a companion paper [41] we will extend the discussion to a more general class of effective actions,
where L is in general a function of the curvature scalar and of the scalar field. Even though the original motivation of our work was to study the UV properties of the theory, it is important to stress that the beta functions that we obtain are completely general: they hold for any energy range. Depending on the ratio between the parameters of the theory (the cosmological constant, Newton's constant, the scalar mass and all the dimensionful higher couplings) different terms in the beta functions will come to dominate. However, this is something that has not been put in a priori. Thus the beta functions can be used also to study IR or mesoscopic problems, provided the system can be accurately modelled by a scalar tensor theory.
There is clearly much scope for applications to cosmology. Early work in this direction has been done in [23] , using the beta functions of pure gravity. Along a different line, given the role played by scalar fields in inflation it seems likely that the RG running of couplings could have significant effects. This seems particularly true of recent attempts to use the standard model Higgs field as an inflaton, which use a special case of the action (1)
with a large value for the nonminimal coupling ξ [37] . The beta functions given in Appendix A, contain the full dependence on Λ, G, m 2 , λ and ξ, including threshold effects and a resummation of infinitely many perturbative contributions.
One can imagine also applications in the IR, for example along the lines of [24] . We mention that the appearance of a scalar field in the low energy description of gravity has been also stressed in [38] . For a FRGE-based approach to that issue see also [39] . This paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we will derive the "beta functionals" for V and F . In section 3 we discuss the general properties of the GMFP, in any gauge and dimension. In section 4 we discuss numerical solutions for the GMFP. In section 5 we will discuss other FP's with nontrivial potentials and we conclude in section VI with some additional remarks. Apendix A contains some lengthy formulae for the beta functions of five couplings in four dimensions.
II. THE BETA FUNCTIONS
In this paper we will obtain beta functionals for the functions V and F defined in (1) . To achieve this, we use Wetterich's functional renormalization group equation (FRGE) [25] 
where Φ are all the fields present in the theory and STr is the generalized functional trace including a minus sign for fermionic variables and a factor 2 for complex variables, and R k is a suitable tensorial cutoff.
A. Second variations
In order to evaluate the r.h.s. of (3) we start from the second functional derivatives of the functional (2). These can be obtained by expanding the action to second order in the quantum fields around classical backgrounds: g µν = g µν + h µν and φ =φ + δφ, whereφ is constant. The gauge fixing action is given by
and S gh is the corresponding ghost action given by
These terms are already quadratic in the quantum fields. The second variation of eq. (1) is,
Since we will never have to deal with the original metric g µν and scalar field φ, in order to simplify the notation, in the preceding formula and everywhere else from now on we will remove the bars from the backgrounds. As explained in detail in [3] , the functional that obeys the FRGE (3) depends separately on the background fieldḡ µν and on a "classical field" (g cl ) µν =ḡ µν + (h cl ) µν , where (h cl ) µν is Legendre conjugate to the sources that couple linearly to h µν . The same applies to the scalar field. In this paper, like in most of the literature on the subject, we will restrict ourselves to studying the effective average action in the case when (g cl ) µν =ḡ µν and φ cl =φ. From now on the notation g µν and φ will be used to denote equivalently the "classical fields" or the background fields. For a discussion of the effective average action of pure gravity in the more general case when (g cl ) µν =ḡ µν we refer to [42] .
B. Decomposition
In order to partially diagonalize the kinetic operator, we use the decomposition of h µν into irreducible components
where h T µν is the (spin 2) transverse and traceless tensor, ξ µ is the (spin 1) transverse vector component, σ and h are (spin 0) scalars. In some cases this decomposition allows an exact inversion of the propagator. This happens for example in the case of maximally symmetric background metric. Thus with that in mind we will work on a d-dimensional sphere. This change of variables in the functional integral gives rise to Jacobian determinants, which however can be absorbed by further field re- 6, 13] . Then the inverse propagators for various components of the field are easily read from the second variation of the effective action. Thus for the spin-2 component h T µν we get the following inverse propagator:
For the spin-1 componentξ we have the following inverse propagator:
The two spin-0 components of the metric,σ and h, mix with the fluctuation of φ resulting in an inverse propagator given by a symmetric 3 × 3 matrix S, with the following entries:
In order to diagonalize the kinetic operator occuring in the ghost action eq. (5), we perform a similar decomposition of the ghost field into transverse and longitudinal parts in the following manner:
whereC µT and C T µ satisfy the following constraints,
Again this decomposition would give rise to a non trivial Jacobian in the path-integral, which is cancelled by the further redefinitionĈ = √ − C. For spin-1 component of the ghost, the inverse propagator is
while for spin-0 component we have the following inverse propagator
Now we have to specify the cutoff R k occuring in FRGE eq. (3). We define R k by the rule that Γ (2) k + R k has the same form as Γ (2) k except for the replacement of − by P k (− ), where
is a profile function which tends to k 2 for z → 0 and it approaches zero rapidly for z > k 2 . The quantity Γ (2) k + R k is the "modified inverse propagator". This procedure applies both to the bosonic degrees of freedom and to the ghosts. The cutoff R k occuring in the FRGE depends on k not only through the profile function R k (z), but also through k dependent couplings present in the function F (φ 2 ) and
dt acts not only on the profile function R k (z), but also on the k-dependent couplings present in F (φ 2 ) and F ′ (φ 2 ). When this is neglected one recovers the one loop results. The presence of the beta functions on the RHS of the FRGE, produces a coupled system of linear equations, which has to be solved algebraically to yield the beta functions.
To read off the beta functions we have to compare the r.h.s. of the FRGE with the t-derivative of eq. (1), namely
(the gauge fixing and the kinetic term are not allowed to run in our approximations). Since the background R and φ are constant, the space-time integral produces just a volume factor, which eventually cancels with the same factor appearing on the RHS of the FRGE. Thus the running of V and F can be calculated using,
where V ol is the space-time volume. In order to exhibit the explicit form of these beta functionals we go to d = 4, where V ol = 384π 2 R 2 , and set α = 0 and β = 1 (De-Donder gauge). Furthermore, we choose the optimized cutoff [36] , which allows to perform the integrations occuring in FRGE trace in closed form (see appendix A in [13] ). From the FRGE we then get
where we have defined the shorthands:
Let us define the dimensionless fieldsφ = k
. The beta functionals of the dimensionless and dimensionful functions are related as follows:
Some comments are in order. From the expressions of ∂ t V and ∂ t F given in eq. (17) and (18) respectively, we note that where ever there is occurence of φ 2 , it occurs in combinations like
Occurence of such combinations are crucial, as they help us (as is demostrated in [41] ) in proving that minimal coupling is self consitent. Because of the occurrence of ∂ tF ′ in the r.h.s. of (17) , the system of equations cannot be solved algebraically for ∂ tF . It may be possible to solve it as a differential equation, but here we shall not pursue this. Rather, we observe that ifF andṼ are assumed to be finite polynomials inφ 2 of the form
with finite a and b, then ∂ tF ′ is also a finite polynomial in the beta functions and it becomes possible to solve for the beta functions algebraically. As an explicit example, in the appendix we give these equations in the de-Donder gauge (α = 0 and β = 1) in d = 4 with five couplings truncation (a = 2, b = 1).
III. THE GAUSSIAN MATTER FIXED POINT A. Minimal coupling is self consistent
We assume that V and F are real analytic so that they can be Taylor expanded around φ 2 = 0. A given V and F define a FP if the corresponding dimensionless potentials satisfy ∂ tṼ = 0 and ∂ tF = 0. Because of analyticity, this is equivalent to requiring that all the derivatives of ∂ tṼ and ∂ tF with respect toφ 2 , evaluated atφ 2 = 0 are zero. Taking n derivatives of eq. (19) and eq. (20) with respect toφ 2 we get
where in the last two terms the expressions in brackets can be thought of as functions ofφ 2 . We can rewrite them as
We now make the following Ansatz:
whereλ 0 andξ 0 are numbers to be determined. This corresponds to putting a = b = 0 in (21), or in other words to seeting to zero all scalar self couplings. We are assuming here that all the derivatives of V and F at φ 2 = 0 vanish, so that V and F are just constants. If a FP of this type exists, we call it a Gaussian Matter Fixed Point (GMFP). In order to check that this ansatz defines a FP we need to show that eq. (22) and (23) are identically satisfied for all n ≥ 1, while for n = 0 they determine the numbersλ 0 andξ 0 .
For n ≥ 1 the first term on the r.h.s. of eq. (22) and (23) vanishes because of the ansatz. There remains to show that
In d = 4 one can check this explicitly by inspecting eq. (17) and eq. (18) . The crucial point to observe is that in ∂ t V and ∂ t F , whenever φ 2 appears explicitly, it is multiplied by some derivative of V or F . So when the derivative removes φ 2 , what remains is zero because of the ansatz, and otherwise it is zero because there remains some positive power of φ 2 . In other dimensions this crucial property remains valid. In other dimensions this crucial property remains valid, because it is true either for the second variations (in the case of the transverse traceless tensor and transverse vector components) or for the matrix trace of the second variations, in the case of the scalars. Since the beta functionals are obtained by taking functional traces of these expressions, this property will go through for them as well i.e. for n ≥ 1 the eq. (22) and (23) are identically satisfied. For a detailed proof see [41] .
Thus in any dimension the ansatz works for all n ≥ 1. There remains to solve the equations for the constant terms in V and F , which are given byλ 0 andξ 0 . We are going to do this numerically in section IV. In the meanwhile we assume that such a solution exists, and we study the properties of the linearized flow around it.
B. Linearized Flow around GMFP
To study the linearized flow around GMFP it will be convenient to Taylor expand V and F as follows:
We define dimensionless couplingsλ
, in such a way that the dimensionless potentials can be expanded as:
To obtain the running of dimensionless couplings we take derivatives of eq. (19) and eq. (20) with respect toφ 2 and use eq. (16)
Because of the presence of t-derivative on the RHS of FRGE, we do not obtain the beta functions of dimensionless couplings directly, rather we get algebraic equations for them, solving which one get the full beta functions.
Having defined the dimensionless couplings, we now define the stability matrix to be the matrix of derivatives of the dimensionless beta functions with respect to the dimensionless couplings at the FP. By definition it is a tensor quantity in the theory space. It will be convenient to write V 0 = V and V 1 = −F . One can then define the corresponding dimensionless potentials asṼ a = k d−2a V a , where a is either 0 or 1. Then the stability matrix is given by,
From the above definition of the stability matrix we note that the couplings get arranged in the following order: λ 0 , ξ 0 , λ 2 , ξ 2 , λ 4 , ξ 4 . . .. Then the matrix M at the GMFP has the following form:
where each entry is a 2 × 2 matrix of the form
Moreover the various non zero entries of M are related to each other by the following recursion relations (in ddimensions):
where
We can prove these facts for the one loop beta functions, i.e. neglecting the t-derivatives of the couplings on the r.h.s. of FRGE. Using this we note that the running of dimensionless potentials can be written as follows:
We have indicated that the one loop beta functional depends onφ 2 only through the three types of combinations indicated as the arguments forH a . This can be verified in d = 4 by inspection of eq. (17) and eq. (18), when one drops the terms proportional to ∂ t F and ∂ t F ′ in the r.h.s. The properties of the stability matrix given above follow by taking successive derivatives of ∂ tṼa with respect toφ 2 atφ 2 = 0. The i = 0 entries of eq. (28) can be calculated by settingφ 2 = 0 in eq. (33):
Since ∂ tṼa (0) depends only onṼ a (0) andṼ ′ a (0), in eq. (28) for i = 0, only j = 0, 1 will be non zero. Thus M 00 and M 01 are given by,
Now we take first derivative of ∂ tṼa with respect toφ 2 . This gives,
When we setφ 2 = 0, we note from the above equation that ∂ tṼ
. We use this in eq. (28) to calculate the i = 1 entries of the stability matrix. We note that M 1j = 0 for all j ≥ 3. Now we find the remaining possible non zero entries. For j = 0, we note that the dependence onṼ a (0) is present only in
. But each of these terms are multiplied either withṼ
so when we calculate the stability matrix, these terms will not contribute due to GMFP conditions (Ṽ 
while for j = 2 we take derivatve of ∂ tṼ 
Thus we see that for i = 1 we have,
In order to understand the structure of the lines i ≥ 2 we will proceed by induction. We assume that the i-th derivative has the following structure,
where the (· · · ) denote expressions having at least two factors of derivatives of potentials, which are irrelevant when calculating the entries of stability matrix. Clearly this property is true for i = 1. We show that if it holds for a given value of i, then it also holds for i + 1. Thus we take one more derivative eq. (40) and we find
Aside from the new terms containing two factors of derivatives of the potentials, which can be neglected for our purposes, the remaining terms have the same structure as eq. (40). Thus by induction eq. (40) holds for all i.
We can now use this result to calculate the entries of the stability matrix in the i-th row. Using
we note that atφ 2 = 0 and using the condition of GMFP for calculating the stability matrix we have,
This completes the proof of our statements in the one loop approximation. It is difficult to extend this proof to the exact equation, but we see in finite truncations that the previous properties of the stability matrix remain true.
Having established the properties of stability matrix we would like to compute its eigenvalues. The good feature of the block structure of stability matrix indicated in eq. (29) is that the eigenvalues are given just by the diagonal blocks. Since the consecutive diagonal blocks just differ by d − 2, the eigenvalues of the consecutive diagonal blocks of M also differ by d − 2. This is a very strong result, because it implies that, at a GMFP, the eigenvalues of M are all determined by the eigenvalues of M 00 . Furthermore, the off diagonal blocks of M are all determined by M 01 , so knowing M 00 and M 01 one can also determine all the eigenvectors. This is useful to understand the mixing among various operators at the FP. The smallest truncation that is required to calculate both M 00 and M 01 is when we retain terms up to φ 2 in each potential.
IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS
A. The GMFP in d = 4.
We now look for GMFP in various dimensions and calculate the critical exponents of the system, which are defined to be the opposites of the eigenvalues of M , i.e. θ i = −λ i , where λ i is the eigenvalue. As explained in the previous section, it is enough to calculate the eigenvalues of M 00 . We do this task first in d = 4.
In d = 4 for De-donder gauge we get the following FP equation, 
On solving these, the only real solution that we get is
We now compute the critical exponents θ of the stability matrix in this gauge. The relations given in eq. (31) between the various nonzero entries of the stability matrix are independent of the gauge. However the entires of M 00 and M 01 are gauge dependent. For d = 4 eq. (31) reduces to, 
The relations eq. (47) tells that the critical exponents of consecutive diagonal blocks will differ by 2. In the truncation where we keep terms till φ 2 in each potential, the critical exponents are,
The critical exponents 2.143 ± 2.879i correspond to eigenvalues of M 00 , while the critical exponents 0.143 ± 2. 0.3557 ± 0.3776i 0.8549 where the first complex conjugate pair of eigenvector correspond to critical exponents 2.143 ± 2.879i, while the second pair correspond to critical exponents 0.143 ± 2.879i. We then looked for GMFP in other gauges. In d = 4 we consider various values of the gauge parameters α and β. To study the gauge dependence we considered 50 different values of α in the range 0 to 1.225 at step of 0.025, and 25 different values of β in the range −1 to 1.4 at interval of 0.1. For each combination of α and β we solved the FP equation obtained forλ 0 andξ 0 . In general, this produces a set of FPs. In order to choose the correct GMFP from that set, we plot all the real FPs to see which one is continously followed in other gauge values and which ones are spurious. For example one can take any value of β, and plot all the real FPs for various values of α. Some FPs don't exits for all values of α, and are assumed to be truncation artifacts. Only one GMFP exists for all values, and is continuous. This observation of continuity in α and β is useful to write a code for selecting the right GMFP for various gauges. After calculating the GMFP we calculate the critical exponents of M 00 . We then plot the GMFP and critical exponents against the various gauge values and generate 3D graphs. In d = 4 we obtain the graphs shown in Fig. (1) . We note that the existence of the FP has been actually verified in a much larger range of values of α and β.
B. The GMFP in other Dimensions
We now look for the GMFP in other dimensions. For any d > 2, in De-donder gauge, the FP equation forλ 0 and ξ 0 is given by,
Solving these equations we find that in other dimensions, it is possible to have more than one real solution. But when we plot all the real the solutions against various d in a graph, we notice that not all solutions exist in all dimensions. Only one solution exists in all dimensions, and is continuous in d. Besides, the ones which don't exist in all dimensions, have large critical exponents and are probably unphysical. In Fig.2 we plot the position of the GMFP for 2 < d ≤ 11, both in terms ofλ 0 andξ 0 and of the more familiar dimensionless cosmological constant and Newton constant
After having found the GMFP in various dimensions, we set to calculate their critical exponents. In arbitrary dimensions, the various blocks of the stability matrix obey eq. (31). We plot the critical exponents of M 00 for various dimensions. From the graph Fig. (3) we note that around d = 2.8 there is bifurcation. Below d < 2.8 the critical exponents are no more complex. A summary of the properties of the GMFP in various dimensions is given in table (I). Notice that for all the dimensions considered, the real part of the critical exponents is greater than d − 2 and less than 2(d − 2). As a result, in all these cases there are exactly two pairs of complex conjugate critical exponents with positive real part, i.e. four relevant directions. Finally we studied the gauge dependence in different dimensions in the same wasy as we did in d = 4, for example in d = 6 we obtain the graphs shown in Fig. (4) .
V. OTHER NON TRIVIAL FIXED POINTS
Having discussed the existence and properties of the GMFP, we can ask ourselves whether there exist other FP where the scalar field has nontrivial self-interactions. We look for (truncated) polynomial FP potentials of the form
with finite a ≥ 1, b ≥ 0. Such potentials are known not to exist in a pure scalar theory in four dimensions [43] , so we consider it unlikely that they exist in the presence of gravity, In fact the outcome of our numerical searches is that no such FP's appear to exist in dimensions 4, 5 and 6. (Some FP do appear in certain truncations but not in others, so they are likely to be just truncation artifacts.) The situation is somewhat different in three dimensions. We know that pure scalar theory in d = 3 has the WilsonFisher FP [44] . This FP can be seen in our calculations by taking the limitG → 0 (where Newton's constant G is related to ξ 0 = 1/16πG) andλ 0 → 0, in which case gravity decouples. Solving the FP equations of the scalar field in the LPA, truncated to order φ 4 , one getsλ * One wonders whether there exists a "gravitationally dressed" Wilson-Fisher FP, with nonvanishingG, namely a FP where gravity and the scalar simultaneously have nontrivial interactions. Again in certain truncations one finds various FPs which turn out to be truncation artifacts. There seems however to exist one genuine FP: we find it in all truncations where a ≥ b, and it has very similar properties in all truncations. To explore its properties we have looked in two directions: increasing simultaneously a and b, or keeping b = 0 and increasing a. indication on the sign ofλ * 2n for higher n we considered a simple truncation whereF is constant, i.e.ξ n = 0 for n > 0. In this case we could push the truncation up to a = 8. The results are given in tables (IV) and (V). One sees that the coefficients of the potential are indeed all negative. Furthermore, the coefficients grow in absolute value, so the series for V has a very small radius of convergence. This is similar to the situation discussed in [43] , making the FP unphysical. So we conclude that also in three dimensions there is probably no physically viable FP besides the GMFP.
VI. CONCLUSIONS
The results of this paper confirm and extend the findings of [35] . The GMFP is found to exist also in other dimensions and in other gauges, and (with the possible exception of d = 3) there does not seem to be other FP's with nontrivial scalar self-interactions. In four dimensions this agrees with the findings of [43] .
These results may be applied in various settings. The beta functions given in Appendix A contain the full dependence on the dimensionless parametersλ 0 ,ξ 0 ,λ 2 ,ξ 2 ,λ 4 , without making any assumption on the value of these couplings (which in the case of the first three means the ratio between the dimensionful couplings λ 0 , ξ 0 , λ 2 and the RG scale k). In particular, threshold effects are taken into account by the denominators 1 + 2λ 2 andξ 0 −λ 0 . One can easily recognize among various terms the ones that are obtained in perturbative approximations, but we emphasize that the derivation of these beta functions using the FRGE does not require that the couplings be small.
The most natural application of these results seems to be in the context of early cosmology, where a scalar field is used to drive inflation. In an asymptotic safety context, it would be attractive to obtain inflation as a result of FP behavior along the lines of [23] . In fact the energy scale involved is sufficiently high that one may expect quantum gravity effects to play some role. Alternatively, it would also be of interest to apply the flow equations derived here to the scalar tensor theory, e.g. to improve the results of [37] .
According to various speculations, quantum effects may play a role also on very large scales, and then again the RG flow of scalar-tensor theory could become relevant. In this connection we recall that scalar-tensor theories of a different type also arise in the conformal reduction of pure gravity, and have been studied from the FRGE point of view in [10, 39] .
We have mentioned in the Introduction that scalar-tensor theories can be reformulated classically also as pure gravity theories with f (R) type actions, and one may wonder whether there is a relation also between their RG flows. In particular one could ask whether the FP that was found in [13, 14] has a counterpart in the equivalent scalar-tensor theory. At first sight one would think that this is not the case, because the choice of cutoff breaks the classical equivalence between these theories. Still, this point deserves a more detailed investigation.
Another direction for research is the inclusion of other matter fields. As discussed in the introduction, if asymptotic safety is indeed the answer to the UV issues of quantum field theory, then it will not be enough to establish asymptotic safety of gravity: one will have to establish asymptotic safety for a theory including gravity as well as all the fields that occur in the standard model, and perhaps even other ones that have not yet been discovered. Ideally one would like to have a unified theory of all interactions including gravity, perhaps a GraviGUT along the lines of [45] . More humbly one could start by studying the effect of gravity on the interactions of the standard model or GUTs. Fortunately, for some important parts of the standard model it is already known that an UV Gaussian FP exists, so the question is whether the coupling to gravity, or some other mechanism, can cure the bad behavior of QED and of the Higgs sector. That this might happen had been speculated long ago [33] ; see also [46] for some detailed calculations. It seem that the existence of a GMFP for all matter interactions would be the simplest solution to this issue. In this picture of asymptotic safety, gravity would be the only effective interaction at sufficiently high scale. The possibility of asymptotic safety in a nonlinearly realized scalar sector has been discussed in [47] . Aside from scalar tensor theories, the effect of gravity has been studied in [48] for gauge couplings and [49] for Yukawa couplings.
APPENDIX A: EXPLICIT BETA FUNCTIONS
In section II.B we have presented equations which in principle determine the beta functionals for V and F in d = 4 and in the gauge α = 0 and β = 1. At one loop the beta functionals can be immediately read off from there, but if one wants to get the "improved" beta functionals (meaning that no approximation is made beyond the truncation), then the system is too complicated to be solved. It can be solved if we assume that V and F are finite polynomials. We give here a set of linear equations that determine the beta functions in a five coupling truncation, including λ 0 , ξ 0 , λ 2 , ξ 2 , λ 4 . These equations can be easily solved using algebraic manipulation software. This exercise will also enable us to compare with familiar one loop results. These beta functions had been written previously in [35] , but since there we had left the cutoff generic, it was not possible to compute the integrals over momenta, which are contained in the expressions Q 2 and Q 1 .
1 Here the integrals have already been performed, using an optimized cutoff [36] , so the beta functions are in closed form and completely explicit. We use the notation η = 
